
Building the Lord’s House #1 
Hear the Kingdom’s Call 

Haggai 1:1-11  7/01/2018 
 

Haggai confronts leaders who’ve become passive in fulfilling God’s purpose 
 

In the second year of Darius the king, on the first day of the sixth month, the 
word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, saying, 
 

-A prophet sent to prompt a prefect, priest, & people to fulfill God’s purpose    
 -Forgetting the fulfillment of God’s promise  
  -Providence had shaken kingdoms & prophecy had come full-circle 
   -The Captivity was completed, Babylon fell, Cyrus rose to power 
   -Ezra 1:1-7  
  -Purpose had been accepted & provision had been delivered (Ezra 3) 
   -They faithfully returned, removed rubble, &rebuilt the altar 
   -They faithfully re-established sacrifice & re-set the foundation 
  -Passion Faded & Priorities Shifted when opposition arose (Ezra 4:23) 
   -Threat of force & fear of men had stopped obedience for 15 years         
   -Zerubbabel is absorbed with maintaining the secular status quo  
   -Joshua is absorbed with maintaining the sacrificial rituals  
   -People are absorbed with maintaining their selfish comforts 
 -The Danger of forgetting that the promise has been fulfilled 
  -The Lord’s Commission & the Spirit’s provision has been delivered 
  -As leaders & people, we cannot simply serve the status quo in fear 
  -What are you absorbed in instead of obedience   
 

Haggai confronts people justifying delayed obedience for pursuit of comfort    
2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘This people says, “The time has not 
come, even the time for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt.”’” 3 Then the 
word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this house lies desolate?”  
 

-The Time for Obedience cannot be determined based upon convenience 
 -Opposition & fear don’t justify delaying obedience 
  -Convincing yourself you are righteously ignoring God 
   -Because you are discouraged by serious situations 
   -Because you are distracted by serving self  
  -Deluding yourself that a commitment to future obedience is enough 
    22But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers 
   who delude themselves.        -James 1:22 
 

-The Time for Obedience does not prioritize self-fulfillment 
 -The purpose of the return was not for their comfort but His Glory 
 -Paneling Your Private House while Leaving Your Purpose unfulfilled 
 -The Lord doesn’t want a fancy house, He wants a faithful people 
 
 

Consider Your Ways: Recognize the Emptiness of Fleshy Pursuits  
5 Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! 6 You 
have sown much, but harvest little; you eat, but there is not enough to be 
satisfied; you drink, but there is not enough to become drunk; you put on 
clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns wages to 
put into a purse with holes.” 
  
 -Seeking Self first doesn’t bring satisfaction just longing for more 
 

Consider Your Ways: Recognize the Expectation for Fulfilled Purpose  
7 Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to 
the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased 
with it and be glorified,” says the Lord. 
 -The Time for Obedience has come 
  -It is not too late to choose to please God rather than self 
  -It is not too late to fulfill His purpose for His glory  
 
The Lord Withholds Physical Fulfillment in the Face of Spiritual Negligence  
9 “You look for much, but behold, it comes to little; when you bring it home, 
I blow it away. Why?” declares the Lord of hosts, “Because of My house 
which lies desolate, while each of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore, 
because of you the sky has withheld its dew and the earth has withheld its 
produce. 11 I called for a drought on the land, on the mountains, on the grain, 
on the new wine, on the oil, on what the ground produces, on men, on 
cattle, and on all the labor of your hands.” 
 -God, in His mercy, will not allow other things to satisfy His people 
  -Alternate purposes will never satisfy 
  -The Business of Busyness will always be frustrated 
 
The Kingdom Call:  Seek First My Kingdom & My Righteousness 
 

31 Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 
‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these 
things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  
33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.           Matthew 6:31-33 
 
-Refuse to Pursue Alternate Purposes 
 -Be Building the Lord’s House in Your Heart 
  -Pursue Holiness by fighting the fight against sin 
 -Be Building the Lord’s House in This Church 
  -Pursue Love by continuing to serve one another in unity 
 -Be Building the Lord’s House for Eternity   
  -Pursue Obedience by fulfilling the Commission we’re equipped for   
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